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A Study of Basketry in the Jomon Period
YANAGIHARA Shoko

Basketry is the tool which has been used for a long time. This paper refers to the basketry and such weaved products
unearthed from sites of Jomon period in Japan.

First, I surveyed the history, method and assignments of the study of wooden weaved products. Then, I gathered the
information of the weaving remains in Jomon period from excavation reports and relics themselves. From these data,
I examine the tendency of the usage of the basketry in this Period. Remains of basketry first appeared in early time
of Jomon period, and it has been used long until present. It is highly possible that the basketry would be discovered
from earlier remains. Noticing the area, the basketry remains are discovered more in Tohoku, Kanto, and Kyushu area.
The bias of the area may be caused by the remaining condition, but some bias might exist already in Jomon period.
The situation of the unearthed basketry in the sites can be roughly classified into 4 categories: inside of the holes for
keeping food, sites concerning water, kitchen midden or such dumping spot, and secondary sedimentation. The situation
must be affected strongly by the condition of remaining, but it is very significant to notice the situation as the study of
techniques of weaving. The techniques of weaving have some tendency according to the area. While “Mojiri Ami” is
discovered mainly in Hokuriku, Tokai, Sanin, and Kyushu area (Western part of Japan), “Ajiro Ami” is discovered more
in Kanto, and Northern Area. And from the data, it is clear that in the early time of Jomon period most of the techniques
seen in the posterity had been established already.

The latter of the paper, I examine the remains of basketry from Higashimyo site in Saga prefeccure. It is very
remarkable site from latter parts of early time of Jomon period, because many baskets are found there. The variety of

techniques found in this site teaches us that weaving techniques had established already in those day.
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