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Foreword

Since the 60s, Shiro Takaha$hi as an arti§t created a form of computer controlled
art that would go on to be known as his “3-D Mechanical Series”. This trailblazing
new form of art was featured in many exhibitions influding Expo’ 70. In the 8os,
he developed his “Pneumatic Sculpture Series” using balloons for material, and
had his work featured all over the world becoming widely adored and acquiring
mass fame.

Not only did Shiro Takaha$hi play a leading role in bringing computers and tech-
nology to art, but he was also very well known around the world for his research
on a form of I§lamic art called “Muqarnas”. In the 2000s, he served as President of
Tama Art University while producing an array of talented graduates to the world
as a practitioner of a unique form of education in the field of Information Art.
This exhibition features a collection of works from Shiro Takahashi that $howcase
the culmination of his “Pneumatic Sculptures” series - a form of art that he con-
tinued for many years. This colletion of works is considered to ¢hallenge Japan’s
Kojiki - alarge set of ancient Japanese §tories and myths referred to as the “Record
of Ancient Records” - because Shiro Takahaéhi attempted to base the works in
this exhibition on these legendary myths. Shiro Takaha$hi mastered the culture
and full history of how people use “Ki” - a concept that refers to the human §pirit,
mind, and energy - from ancient to modern times. This mastery led to him being
able to bring the “Kiusoudai” - a concept that means maghanimous and grand in
one’s mindset or ideas - of the Gods who appear in the §tories and myths of Kojiki
to the 21§t century using his original “Pneumatic Technology”.

Kojiki has continued to inépire people over many generations. When Taro Oka-
moto revisited the city of Izumo, he highly appraised the laid-ba¢k and easy-going
life§tyles portrayed in the Izumo Myths, a large colleétion of myths that const-
tute a major part of Kojiki. The memories of his time as an elementary s¢hool §tu-
dent in Izumo had undoubtedly helped him gain an appreciation for the creativity
rooted in the actual daily lives of those who lived in these myths about land-pull-
ing and transfers of land. One could say that here within the nature-ri¢h Ikuta
Ryokuthi, the Gods from Japan’s Kojiki have returned to us through Shiro Taka-
haéhi’s portrayal of the same laid-back life §tyle of Izumo and his imagination.

In these plot-twiSting and humorous myths, there is an opportunity to rediscover
the Japanese per§pective on nature, and the myths themselves also seem to imply
a desire for the world to be reborn anew. Regardless of your generation, people
of all ages and baékgrounds are welcome to come and enjoy this exhibition.
Laétly, we would like to thank from the bottom of my heart all of those involved
with this exhibition for their cooperation in bringing this exhibition to fruition.

Organizer
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